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Dear Candidate / Guardian(s) of Candidate for Baptism: 
 
We are excited that you have made a decision to receive the sacrament of baptism or to have 
your child/ren presented for baptism.   
 
In order to move forward in this process you will need to complete and submit the bottom portion 
of this form (Request for Baptism Form) to the church office so that the instructor might contact 
you to schedule you for the next baptism class. 
 
Once you have been scheduled for the baptism class you will need to do the following: 

 Complete the Baptism Registration Form 

 Complete the 2-page Lesson 

 Review the documents contained in this packet 

 Notify godparents (if a child is being baptized) to be present at the baptism class 

 Bring the original copy of the candidate’s Birth Certificate to the baptism class once 
you have been notified of the date of the class 

 
Baptism classes are held on the first Wednesday at 6:00 pm for persons who have been 
contacted and confirmed by the baptism instructor, Rev. Valerie Cousin.   
 
If you have questions about this process, please feel free to contact Rev. Valerie Cousin at 
INFO@BRIDGESTREETBROOKLYN.ORG or the church office at (718) 452-3936. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Rev. David B. Cousin, Sr., Pastor 
Rev. Valerie E. Cousin Executive Minister 
 
 

 

 

mailto:INFO@BRIDGESTREETBROOKLYN.ORG
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STEP 1   COMPLETE & SUBMIT BAPTISM REQUEST FORM 

 ONCE YOU HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED OF THE DATE OF YOUR CLASS, GO TO STEP 2 

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR BAPTISM FORM 

 

 
Candidate’s Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parents’ Names (If Candidate is a Minor): _________________________________________ 

 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City / State / Zip:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone:______________________________Cell Phone:_____________________________ 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:   

ONCE THIS FORM HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND SUBMITTED TO THE CHURCH OFFICE, 

YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED OF THE DATE OF THE BAPTISM CLASS. 

 

 

### 

 

 

PLEASE FAX OR EMAIL THIS FORM TO: 

(718) 453-4134 FAX 

INFO@BRIDGESTREETBROOKLYN.ORG 
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STEP 2   COMPLETE THE BAPTISM REGISTRATION FORM W/LESSON 

 PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS; BRING COMPLETED PACKET TO CLASS. 

 BECAUSE THE BAPTISM CLASS IS TAUGHT FROM THE LESSON, YOU WILL NOT 

 BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND CLASS IF THE LESSON HAS NOT BEEN COMPLETED. 

 

BAPTISM REGISTRATION FORM 

 

CANDIDATE’S INFORMATION 

 

Candidate’s Name:______________________________________________________Date of Birth:  _______/________/_______ 

 

Please Check One:  Male Female  

Please Check One:  Infant Child (2-11) Young Adult (12-20) Adult (21 and over) 
 

Place of Birth:__________________________________City_____________________________________/State_______________ 
 

 

 

PARENTS’ INFORMATION 

Mother’s Name:__________________________________ Father’s Name:_________________________________ 
 

Address:________________________________________ Address:______________________________________ 
 

City/State/Zip____________________________________ City/State/Zip:_________________________________ 
 

Cell    No. (_____)________________________________ Cell    No. (_____)______________________________ 
 

Email Address:___________________________________ Email Address:_________________________________ 
 

Church Affiliation:________________________________ Church Affiliation:______________________________ 
 

 (Check one)   will  will not attend baptism class  (Check one)   will  will not attend baptism class 
 

 

GODPARENTS’ INFORMATION 

Godmother’s Name:_______________________________ Godfather’s Name:______________________________ 
 

Address:________________________________________ Address:______________________________________ 
 

City/State/Zip____________________________________ City/State/Zip:_________________________________ 
 

Cell    No. (______)________________________________ Cell    No. (______)_____________________________ 
 

Email Address:___________________________________ Email Address:_________________________________ 
 

Church Affiliation:________________________________ Church Affiliation:______________________________ 
 

 (Check one)   will  will not attend baptism class  (Check one)   will  will not attend baptism class 
 

 

BAPTISM INFORMATION 

For Office Use Only: 
 

Date of Baptism Class:_____ _/ _  __/__  _____ Date of Scheduled Baptism:____  __/_________/______________ 
 

Comments:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Instructor’s Signature:________________________________________________________________ Date:_____________________________________ 

 
Revised:  April 2013 
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BAPTISM CLASS OUTLINE 

 
The 90-minute baptism class consists of the following instruction: 

 

 What the bible teaches about baptism 

 The purpose of baptism 

 The benefits of baptism 

o The Holy Spirit 

o Forgiveness of Sin 

 Review of biblical principles and spiritual disciplines governing your faith 

o The 10 Commandments 

o The Lord’s Prayer 

 Discussion of Doctrinal Beliefs 

o The 25 Articles of Religion 

o Apostles Creed 

 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

As a candidate for baptism or a parent whose child will receive the sacrament of baptism, you are 
required to first register for the baptism class.   
 
Once the Request for Baptism Form has been received, you will be contacted and informed of the 
date of your class.  Please do not show up on the first Wednesday for baptism class until 
you have registered and received confirmation to attend. 
 
Once you have received the date for your class, please make sure that you are on time.  Class 
begins at 6:00 p.m. promptly and ends around 7:30 p.m.  If others will attend the class with you, 
please make sure that they, too, are on time.   
 
Please remember to bring the candidate’s ORIGINAL birth certificate to the class.  Baptism 
Certificates are considered legal documents in New York State.  As such, we are required to see 
the original birth certificate.  A copy of the birth certificate will be made and retrained in the church 
office; however, the original birth certificate will be returned to the candidate on the day of the 
baptism.   
 
Before arriving to the class, make sure that you take time to complete the two-page lesson as 
instruction for the baptism class is focused on the lesson.  If you don’t have time to complete the 
lesson prior to the class, please call the office to reschedule your class as you will not be allowed 
to sit in the class unless your lesson has been completed.  Because baptism is such an important 
and sacred sacrament, we will not make any concessions or exceptions to this rule. 
 
On the day of the baptism, please arrive by 9:45 a.m. for the 10:00 a.m. service and sit near the 
front of the church.  Infant candidates should be dressed in white; however, youth and adults can 
wear comfortable clothing.  Candidates should encourage family members to attend the ceremony 
since the sacrament of baptism is witnessed by the community of believers who will, at one point 
in the service, be asked to vow they will help the candidate live more fully for Christ. 
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THE AME CHURCH’S DOCTRINE ON BAPTISM 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark of difference whereby Christians are 

distinguished from others who are not baptized, but it is also a sign of regeneration or the new 

birth.  Baptism is one of two sacraments observed in the African Methodist Episcopal Church; 

Holy Communion is the other.   

 

The sacrament of Baptism is an essential part of our initiation into Christ's church. New members 

who profess their faith for the first time are baptized as a symbol of the remission of their sins and 

their commitment to Christian discipleship. The African Methodist Episcopal Church supports one 

baptism, so that those baptized in other Christian traditions are not re-baptized when they become 

African Methodist Episcopal.  

 

Because we believe that persons of all ages are recipients of God's redeeming love, we encourage 

and support the baptism of infants and children, as well as youth and adults. Upon the baptism of 

children, the parents and the church family commit themselves to teach children the foundations of 

the Christian faith by word and example. 

 
Purpose of Baptism 

Baptism is the first and chief sacrament of forgiveness of sins because it unites us with Christ, who 

died for our sins and rose for our justification. Through baptism, believers are able to lead a new 

life in Christ through the life giving power of the Holy Spirit.  Baptism brings believers into union 

with Christ and with the corporate body of believers (the Church). 

 

 

Candidates for Baptism: Youth and Young Children 

The baptism of young children is to be retained in the church (AME Book of Discipline, Section II. 

Articles of Religion, p. 17).  We hold that all children are members of the Kingdom of God by 

virtue of the unconditional benefits of atonement.  They, therefore, are entitled to baptism.  We 

regard all children who have been baptized as being in visible covenant relation to God and as 

preparatory members under the special care and supervision of the church, and they shall be so 

reported. 

 

 

Parents or guardians who present children for baptism are expected to use all diligence in bringing 

them up in conformity with the Word of God.  It shall be the responsibility of the minister to exhort 

all parents/guardians to dedicate their children to the Lord in baptism as early as convenient.  Prior 

to baptism, the minister shall also instruct the parents/ guardians regarding the vows they are to 

keep according to this Sacrament.  (AME Book of Discipline, Section I.B. Admission into the 

Church, p. 65) 

 
Conducting the Sacrament of Baptism 

The sacrament of Baptism consists in immersing the candidate in water or sprinkling or pouring 

water on the candidate’s head while pronouncing the invocation of the Holy Trinity: the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
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BAPTISM LESSON 

(Please complete prior to Baptism Class) 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING LESSON 
Read the following passage from the Bible.  Please provide written responses to the questions on 
the accompanying pages.  Write on the back or attach additional sheets if necessary.  Both 
parents (and godparents where possible) should complete separate lessons. 
 
Please write your name at the top page of each lesson as they will be reviewed at the beginning 
of the class.  If for some reason, you are unable to come to the class, the lesson must still be 
completed and turned in prior to the candidate’s baptism. 
 
If you are not able to complete the lesson PRIOR to the class, please contact the office to 
reschedule your class.  Completion of the lesson prior to baptism class is MANDATORY and it will 
not be waived. 
 
 

SCRIPTURES FOR COMPLETING LESSION 
Acts 2: 36 - 42 (New International Version) -Jesus had died, and been raised from the dead and 
appeared to the disciples for the last 50 days before he ascended into heaven. At his ascension 
he told the disciples to pray together until they received the Holy Spirit. Ten days later the Holy 
Spirit came, and when the crowd gathered to see what was happening. So Peter, the apostle is 
preaching this on the day of Pentecost. A Jewish Festival. 
 
36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Christ."  
 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
"Brothers, what shall we do?"  
 
38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 
39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our 
God will call."   
 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation."  
 
41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to 
their number that day.  
 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 
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To Be Completed By Baptism Candidate or Parent, if candidate is a minor 

 

CANDIDATE’S NAME:________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS TO ANSWER FROM THE PASSAGE ACTS 2:36-42 

 

 

1)  Who does Peter say Jesus is? (vs. 36) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2)  What action does Peter say should take place before baptism? (vs.38) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

3)  What two promises should people expect to receive at baptism? (vs. 38) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

4)  Who does Peter say the promise is for? (vs. 39) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

5)  What was the response of the people to the church community after baptism? (vs. 42) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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To Be Completed By Baptism Candidate or Parent, if candidate is a minor 

 

CANDIDATE’S NAME:________________________________________________________ 

 

THE ROLE OF PARENTS/GODPARENTS TO THE CHILD BEING BAPTIZED 

Parents (and godparents) are seen as the official representative(s) of the Christian Community 
into which the child is being baptized.  Parents (and godparents) need to be strong Christians, 
living the values of Jesus Christ.  Parents (and godparents) should be people of faith and have 
received the Sacrament of Baptism, attend church regularly on Sundays and during Holy Days, 
and be a member in good and regular standing. 
 
Both the parents and godparents of the child(ren) being presented for baptism are called to take 
vows on behalf of their child(ren).  However, it is also assumed that parents/godparents will 
recommit themselves to the same promises. 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 

1)  List two promises of support that parents and godparents make? (refer to the paragraph 
above) 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2)  How do you intend to instruct your child(ren) so they are grounded spiritually in the doctrines of 

the faith?  Give specific examples. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3) When we are baptized, we are asked to renounce Satan.  What does it mean to renounce 

Satan? 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4)   Baptized believers are not perfect, but forgiven.  How will you live and teach forgiveness so 

that your child understands God’s love to forgive us? 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Our Beliefs 

Bridge Street is a member of the Methodist family of Churches and as such we do not differ in any 

major way from what all Methodist believe.  The two great historic documents, which are the basis 

of what we believe, are the Twenty-Five Articles of Religion and the Apostles’ Creed. 
  

The 25 Articles of Religion 

  

1. OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY 

There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body or parts, of infinite power, wisdom 
and goodness; he maker and preserver of all things, both visible and invisible. And in unity of this 
God-head, there are three persons of one substance, power and eternity; the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost. 

 

2. OF THE WORD OR SON OF GOD, WHO WAS MADE VERY MAN 

The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the very and eternal God, of one substance with the 
Father, took man's nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin; so that two whole and perfect 
natures, that is to say, the God-head and manhood, were joined together in one person, never to 
be divided, whereof is one Christ, very God and very man, who suffered,was crucified, dead and 
buried, to reconcile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for 
actual sins of men. 

 

3. OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 

Christ did truly rise from the dead, and took again his body with all things appertaining to the 
perfection of man's nature, wherewith he ascended into heaven, and sitteth until he returns to 
judge all men at last day. 

 

4. OF THE HOLY GHOST 

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son, is of one substance, majesty and glory 
with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God. 

 

5. THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES FOR SALVATION 

The Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation; so that whatever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as 
an article of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the name of the Holy 
Scriptures, we do understand those canonical books of the Old and New Testament, of whose 
authority was never any doubt in the Church. 

 

The Names of the Canonical Books: 

Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers Deuteronomy Joshua Judges Ruth 

The First Book of Samuel The Second Book of Samuel The First Book of Kings 

The Second Book of Kings 

The First Book of Chronicles The Second Book of Chronicles The Book of Ezra 

The Book of Nehemiah The Book of Esther The Book of Job 

The Book of Psalms The Proverbs 

Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher Cantica, or Songs of Solomon Four Prophets, the Greater Twelve 
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Prophets, the Lesser 

  

All the books of the New Testament as they are commonly received, we do receive and account 
canonical. 

 

6. OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

The Old Testament is not contrary to the New; for both in the Old and the New Testament, 
everlasting life is offered to mankind by Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and man, 
being both God and man. Wherefore, they are not to be heard, who feign that the old fathers did 
look only for transitory promises? Although the law given from God by Moses, as touching 
ceremonies and rites, doth not bind Christians, nor ought the civil precepts thereof of necessity be 
received in any commonwealth; yet notwithstanding, no Christian whatsoever is free from the 
obedience of the Commandments, which are called moral. 

  

7. OF ORIGINAL OR BIRTH SIN 

Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly talk) but it is the 
corruption of the nature of every man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring of Adam, 
whereby man is very far gone from original righteousness, and of his own nature inclined to evil, 
and that continually. 

 

8. OF FREE WILL 

The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare himself by his 
own natural strength and works to faith, and calling upon God; wherefore, we have no power to do 
good works, pleasant and acceptable to God, without the grace of God; by Christ preventing us, 
that we may have a good will, and working with us, when we have that good will. 

 

9. OF THE JUSTIFICATION OF MAN 

We are accounted righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, by 
faith, and not by our own works or deservings; wherefore, that we are justified by faith only, is a 
most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort. 

 

10. OF GOOD WORKS 

Although good works, which are the fruit of faith, and follow after justification, cannot put away our 
sins, and endure the severity of God's judgments: yet are they pleasing and acceptable to God in 
Christ, and spring out of a true and lively faith, insomuch that they by them a lively faith may be as 
evidently known, as a tree is discerned by its fruit. 

 

11. OF WORKS OF SUPEREROGATION 

Voluntary works, besides, over and above God's Commandments, which they call works of 
supererogation, cannot be taught without arrogancy and impiety. For by them men do declare that 
they do not only render unto God as much as they are bound to do, but that they do more for His 
sake than of bounden duty is required; whereas Christ said plainly," When ye have done all that is 
commanded you, say, we are unprofitable servants." 

 

12. OF SIN AFTER JUSTIFICATION 

Not every sin willingly committed after justification is the sin against the Holy Ghost, and 
unpardonable. Wherefore, the grant of repentance is not to be denied to such as fall into sin after 
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justification. After we have received the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given, and fall into 
sin, and by the grace of God, rise again, and amend your lives. And therefore they are to be 
condemned who say they can do no more sin as long as they live here; or deny the place of 
forgiveness to such as truly repent. 

  

13. OF THE CHURCH 

The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men, in which the pure Word of God is 
preached, and the sacraments duly administered according to Christ's ordinance, in all those 
things that of necessity are requisite to the same. 

 

14. OF PURGATORY 

The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, pardon, worshipping, and adoration, as well as 
images, as of relics, and also invocations of saints, is a fond thing, vainly invented, and grounded 
upon no warrant of Scripture, but repugnant of the Word of God. 

 

15. OF SPEAKING IN THE CONGREGATION IN SUCH A TONGUE AS THE PEOPLE 
UNDERSTAND 

It is a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of God, and the custom of the primitive Church, (to have 
public prayer in the Church,) or to minister the Sacraments, in a tongue not understood by the 
people. 

 

16. OF THE SACRAMENTS 

Sacraments ordained of Christ are not only badges or tokens of Christian men's profession, but 
rather they are certain signs of grace, and God's good will towards us, by the which he doth work 
invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our faith in Him. 

 

There are two Sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord, in the Gospel; that is to say, Baptism and 
the Supper of the Lord. 

 

Those five commonly called sacraments, that is to say, Confirmation, Penance, Orders, 
Matrimony and Extreme Unction, are not to be counted for Sacraments of the Gospel; being such 
as have partly grown out of the corrupt following of the Apostles; and partly are states of life 
allowed in the Scriptures, but yet have not the like nature of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
because they have not any visible sign, or ceremony ordained of God. 

 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon, or to be carried about; but that we 
should duly use them. And in such only as worthily receive the same, they have a wholesome 
effect or operation; but they that received them unworthily, purchase to themselves 
condemnation, as St. Paul saith. 

 

17. OF BAPTISM 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark of difference; but it is also a sign of 
regeneration, or the new birth. The baptism of young children is to be retained in the church. 

  

18. OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love that Christians ought to have among 
themselves one to another, but rather is a Sacrament of our redemption by Christ's death; 
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insomuch, that to such as rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the same, the bread which we 
break is a partaking of the body of Christ; and likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking of the 
blood of Christ. 

 

Transubstantiation, or the change of the substance of bread and wine in the Supper of our Lord, 
cannot be proved by Holy Writ; but is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the 
nature of a sacrament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions. 

 

The body of Christ is given, taken and eaten in the Supper, only after a heavenly and spiritual 
manner. And the means whereby the body of Christ is received and eaten in the Supper, is faith. 

 

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is not by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, 
or worshipped. 

 

19. OF BOTH KINDS 

The cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the lay people: for both parents of the Lord's Supper, by 
Christ's ordinance and commandment, ought to be administered to all Christians alike. 

 

20. OF THE ONE OBLATION OF CHRIST, FINISHED UPON THE CROSS 

The offering of Christ once made, is that perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all 
the sins of the whole world, both original and actual; and there is none other satisfaction for sin 
but that alone. Wherefore the sacraments of masses, in which it is commonly said that that priest 
doth offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, is a blasphemous 
fable, and dangerous deceit. 

 

21. OF THE MARRIAGE OF MINISTERS 

The ministers of Christ are not commanded by God's law either to vow the estate of single life, or 
to abstain from marriage; therefore, it is lawful for them, as for all other Christians, to marry at 
their own discretion, as they shall judge the same to serve best to godliness. 
 

22. OF THE RITES AND CEREMONIES OF CHURCHES 

It is not necessary that rites and ceremonies should in all places be the same, or exactly alike; for 
they have been always different, and may be changed according to the diversity of countries, 
times, and men's manners, so that nothing be ordained against God's Word. Whosoever, through 
his private judgment, willingly and purposely, doth openly break the rites and ceremonies of the 
church to which he belongs, which are not repugnant of the Word of God, and are ordained and 
approved by common authority, ought to be rebuked openly, that others may fear to do the like, 
as one that offendeth against the common order of the Church and woundeth the consciences of 
weak brethren. 
 

Every particular Church may ordain, change, or abolish rites and ceremonies so that all things 
may be done to edification. 

 

23. OF THE RULERS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

The President, the Congress, the General Assemblies, the Governors, and the Councils of State, 
as the delegates of the people, are the rulers of the United States of America[1], according to the 
division of power made to them by the Constitution of the United States, and by the constitution of 
their respective states and the Councils of States delegates of the people, are the rulers of the 
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United States of America, and by the Constitutions of their respective States. And the said states 
are a sovereign and independent nation, and ought not to be subject to any foreign jurisdiction. 

 

It is acknowledged that the African Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in the United 
States.  However, the African Methodist Episcopal Church is an international Christian body with 
constituents around the world, and a Christian witness that is both parochial and global.   

 

Article 23 presumes the duty, loyalty and patriotism of our constituents, as citizens of sovereign 
nations, to obey just laws, to recognize and respect the organizational structure, and to uphold the 
Constitution of the country or nation-state in which our members hold the rights and privileges of 
citizenship.  Further, obedience to Civil Government is one of the principle duties of all persons, 
and was honored by our Lord and His Apostles. Though differing in form and policy, all just 
governments rightfully commend the obedience, loyalty, support, and defense of all Christian men 
and women they control and protect. 

 

24. OF CHRISTIAN MEN'S GOODS 

The riches and goods of Christians are not common as touching the right, title and possession of 
the same, as some do falsely boast. Notwithstanding, every man ought, of such things as he 
possesseth, liberally, to give alms to the poor, according to his ability. 

 

25. OF A CHRISTIAN MAN'S OATH 

As we confess that vain and rash swearing is forbidden Christian men by our Lord, Jesus Christ 
and James, His apostle: so we judge that the Christian religion doth not prohibit, but that a man 
may swear when the magistrate requireth, in a cause of faith and charity, so it be done according 
to the prophet's teaching, in justice, judgment, and truth. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in GOD the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. The third day He arose from the dead, He 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of GOD the Father Almighty; from thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Church Universal, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed can be divided into (10) succinct areas of belief: 
 

1: Belief in God the Father.  [God is Creator of humankind and is the first member of the 
Trinity.] 

 
2: Belief in Jesus as the Son of God.  [Jesus is the Messiah, which means Savior of 

humankind, and is the second member of the Trinity.] 
 
3: Belief in the Immaculate Conception or Virgin Birth of Jesus through Mary.  [Jesus 

was conceived not through natural means but through supernatural means via the Holy 
Spirit.] 

 
4: Belief in the Crucifixion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus.  [Jesus died by crucifixion, 

he experienced a physical death, and was resurrected from the dead after three days in the 
grave.] 

 
5: Belief in Jesus sitting at the right hand of God as the Ultimate Judge of the living and 

the dead.  [After death, Jesus ascended to the Father where he will reside until the Second 
Coming where he will judge the quick and the dead.] 

 
6: Belief in God the Holy Spirit.  [The Holy Spirit is our Comforter, and He is the third member 

of the Trinity.] 
 
7: Belief in the Universal Church as God’s Ordained Institution for sharing, receiving 

and promoting the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  [Those who are saved by God’s grace 
become the vehicles by which God’s love and grace are shared throughout the world.] 

 
8: Belief in the Holy Eucharist or Sacrament of Communion as sharing or partaking in 

the body and blood of Jesus.  [Communion both reminds us of Jesus’ blood sacrifice to 
save us from destruction and to forgive us for our sin.  These are the chief reasons for 
celebrating the sacraments of bread and wine; to remember God’s grace toward us.] 

 
9: Belief in the Forgiveness of Sins through Jesus Christ.  [It is only through the shedding 

of Jesus’ blood on the cross that we are forgiven of sins.] 
 
10: Belief in Eternal Life or Life Everlasting, which is only available through relationship 

with Jesus Christ.  [At the end of this earthly life we know that we have an eternal home 
with God, not made with hands, that is only available to us through belief in and relationship 
with Jesus.] 
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The 10 Commandments 

(New International Version of the Bible) 

 
The 10 Commandments - God's Revelation in the Old Testament.  The 10 Commandments are 

found in the Bible's Old Testament at Exodus, Chapter 20. They were given directly by God to 

the people of Israel at Mount Sinai after God had delivered them from slavery in Egypt.  

 

"And God spoke all these words, saying: 'I am the LORD your God…  

 

Commandment 1:  You shall have no other gods before Me. 

 
Commandment 2:  You shall not make for yourself a carved image--any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

 
Commandment 3:  You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain. 

 
Commandment 4:  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

 

 

Commandment 5:  Honor your father and your mother. 

 
Commandment 6:  You shall not murder. 

 
Commandment 7:  You shall not commit adultery. 

 
Commandment 8:  You shall not steal.  

 
Commandment 9:  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  

 
Commandment 10:  You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not 

covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his 

female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything 

that is your neighbor's. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

8 Components for Understanding How to Pray 

(Matthew 6:6-13 & Matthew 11:2-4) 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer is a Pattern for Prayer 

Myles Munroe describes prayer as “…approaching God in order to ask Him to accomplish 

His will in the earth.” 

 

 

Components of the Lord’s Prayer 
 

1. Our Father 

a. We are to never bring ourselves to prayer; rather, we are to bring other 

people’s concerns with us. 

b. When we pray we are to identify who we are praying to.  Father denotes 

“Source” and by praying to the Father we acknowledge that He is the Source 

from which our needs are met. 

 

2. In Heaven 

a. Helps us remember that we are not praying to someone on earth; rather, the 

Source of our strength is in Heaven. 

b. Recognizes that our help is from outside the earthly realms. 

c. Understands God is greater than we are and that it is only through His Son 

that we are able to receive what we stand in need of. 

 

3. Hallowed Be Your Name 

a. Hallowed means to reverence, set apart or sanctify. 

b. Denotes Holiness. 

c. By glorifying the father and acknowledging His Holiness we are able to 

move into a position of worship. 

d. When we pray we should use different names of God to describe who he is 

to us and to bring us into a position of gratitude & worship. 

 

4. Your Kingdom Come, Your Will Be Done 

a. We understand that it is not about us but about God’s kingdom. 

b. We understand that while we may be praying for one thing, God’s response 

may be something totally different. 

c. We understand that though we have a right to ask for anything and 

everything we think we deserve, we also realize that only God’s will will 

prevail. 

d. We understand that it is only when we look beyond our own needs to the 

needs of others that God will begin to break forth and move in our 

individual situations. 
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5. Give Us Our Daily Bread 

a. We are praying for God to do whatever He needs to do to work all things 

together for our good. 

b. We are not asking God for food; rather, we are asking God for everything 

that is necessary for our spiritual, emotional and health wellness. 

 

6. Forgive Us Our Sins, For We Also Forgive 

a. Prayer is not an isolated activity between us and God; it takes into 

consideration our relationship with others. 

b. Must reconcile with our brother/sister continually before going to God in 

prayer. 

c. Must forgive others as God has forgiven us if we are to experience victory in 

prayer. 

d. Must forgive others so that we are freed from the bondage of sin which may 

result from feelings of being violated and misunderstood. 

e. Having good relationships is one of the keys to answered prayer. 

f. Pray and fast so that God will reveal to you all the hurt, bitterness, and anger 

you are holding against people so your prayers are not hindered. 

g. Forgiveness frees prayers so they are answered. 

h. God is looking for clean hands and clean hearts (Ps 24:2-4) and he will not 

respond to us if we regard iniquity in our hearts (Ps 66:18). 

 

7. Do Not Lead Us Into Temptation 

a. We are to ask God for wisdom so that we won’t put ourselves in situations 

that will cause us to compromise our relationship with him. 

b. We are to ask for strength and wisdom to stop making bad decisions and to 

stop going into bad situations that will tempt us to sin. 

c. We need to be alert to the temptations and weaknesses that could harm our 

relationship with God and our testimony for Him, things that Satan will 

exploit to cause us to stumble. 

 

8. Yours Is The Kingdom, Power & Glory 

a. Considered the benediction or the blessing. 

b. Agrees with God that what has been prayed for will be manifested. 

c. Believes in the Omnipotent, Omnipresent, and Omniscient of God. 

d. Believes God’s Word will not return void but shall accomplish the purpose 

for which it set out. 

e. Believes God will watch over His word to perform it in our life and the lives 

of others. 

f. Believes that God is able to manifest from nothing, something that we did 

not have the power to even conceptualize. 

g. Believes that God is able to do exceeding abundantly more that what we ask 

or think. 

h. Counts your prayer as DONE! 


